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SECTION 26 05 53 - IDENTIFICATION FOR ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS 

PART 1 - GENERAL 

1.1 SUMMARY 

A. Section includes: 

1. Identification for conductors and communication and control cable. 

2. Warning labels and signs. 

3. Equipment identification labels. 

B. Provide electrical identification for the following: 

1.  Buried conduit warnings. 

2.  Electrical power, control and auxiliary system conductors. 

3.  Operational instructions and warnings. 

4.  Danger signs. 

5.  Equipment and system identification signs. 

1.2 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Comply with ANSI A13.1. 

1.3 COORDINATION 

A. Coordinate identification names, abbreviations, colors, and other features with requirements in 

the Contract Documents, Shop Drawings, manufacturer's wiring diagrams, and the Operation 

and Maintenance Manual, and with those required by codes, standards, and 29 CFR 1910.145.  

Use consistent designations throughout Project. 

PART 2 - PRODUCTS 

2.1 ACCEPTABLE MANUFACTURERS: 

A. Manufacturers 

1. W. H. Brady Co.; 800-541-1686 

2. Panduit Corp.; 800-777-3300 

3. Ideal Industries, Inc.; 800-435-0705 
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2.2 CONDUCTOR AND COMMUNICATION- AND CONTROL-CABLE IDENTIFICATION 

MATERIALS 

A. Marker Tape:  Vinyl or vinyl -cloth, self-adhesive wraparound type, with circuit identification 

legend machine printed by thermal transfer or equivalent process. 

2.3 WARNING LABELS AND SIGNS 

A. Comply with NFPA 70, 29 CFR 1910.145, and NEC. 

B. Labels:  Configured for display on front covers, doors, or other access to electrical service 

equipment. 

C. Warning label and sign shall include, but are not limited to, the following legends: 

1. Multiple Power Source Warning:  "DANGER - ELECTRICAL SHOCK HAZARD - 

EQUIPMENT HAS MULTIPLE POWER SOURCES." 

 

2. Workspace Clearance Warning:  "WARNING - OSHA REGULATION – 

“WORKSPACE CLEARANCE WILL VARY BASED UPON EQUIPMENT 

VOLTAGE.  CONFORM TO NEC 110.26 WORKSPACE CLEARANCE 

REQUIREMENTS.” 

PART 3 - EXECUTION 

3.1 APPLICATION 

A. Clearly label branch circuit conduits and boxes with a permanent felt tip marker. 

B. Auxiliary Electrical Systems Conductor and Cable Identification:  Use marker tape to identify 

field-installed alarm, control, signal, sound, intercommunications, voice, and data wiring 

connections. 

1. Identify conductors, cables, and terminals in enclosures and at junctions, terminals, and 

cable pull points.  Identify by system and circuit designation. 

2. Use system of designations that is uniform and consistent with system used by 

manufacturer for factory-installed connections. 

C. Warning Labels for Indoor Cabinets, Boxes, and Enclosures for Power and Lighting:  Comply 

with 29 CFR 1910.145 and apply self-adhesive warning labels.  Identify system voltage with 

black letters on an orange background.  Apply to exterior of door, cover, or other access. 

1. Equipment with Multiple Power or Control Sources:  Apply to door or cover of 

equipment including, but not limited to, the following: 

a. Power transfer switches. 

b. Controls with external control power connections. 
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2. Equipment Requiring Workspace Clearance According to NFPA 70:  Unless otherwise 

indicated, apply to door or cover of equipment but not on flush panelboards and similar 

equipment in finished spaces. 

D. Equipment Identification Labels:  On each unit of equipment, install unique designation label 

that is consistent with wiring diagrams, schedules, and Operation and Maintenance Manual.  

Apply labels to disconnect switches and protection equipment, central or master units, control 

panels, control stations, terminal cabinets, and racks of each system.  Systems include power, 

lighting, control, communication, signal, monitoring, and alarm systems unless equipment is 

provided with its own identification. 

1. Labeling Instructions: 

a. Indoor Equipment: Self-adhesive, engraved, laminated acrylic or melamine label.  

Unless otherwise indicated, provide a single line of text with 1/2-inch- (13-mm-) 

high letters on 1-1/2-inch- (38-mm-) high label; where 2 lines of text are required, 

use labels 2 inches (50 mm) high. 

b. Outdoor Equipment:  Engraved, laminated acrylic or melamine label, drilled for 

screw attachment. 

c. Elevated Components:  Increase sizes of labels and legend to those appropriate for 

viewing from the floor. 

2. Equipment to Be Labeled: 

a. Panelboards, electrical cabinets, and enclosures. 

b. Electrical switchgear and switchboards. 

c. Transformers. 

d. Motor-control centers. 

e. Disconnect switches. 

f. Enclosed circuit breakers. 

g. Motor starters. 

h. Push-button and pilot lights. 

i. Power transfer equipment. 

j. Contactors. 

k. Energy management system  

l. Panelboards  

m. Premise alarm panels 

3.2 INSTALLATION 

A. Verify identity of each item before installing identification products. 

B. Location:  Install identification materials and devices at locations for most convenient viewing 

without interference with operation and maintenance of equipment. 

C. Apply identification devices to surfaces that require finish after completing finish work. 

D. Self-Adhesive Identification Products:  Clean surfaces before application, using materials and 

methods recommended by manufacturer of identification device. 
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E. Attach nonadhesive signs and plastic labels with screws and auxiliary hardware appropriate to 

the location and substrate. 

F. Color-Coding for Phase and Voltage Level Identification, 600 V and Less:  Use the colors listed 

below for ungrounded service, feeder, and branch-circuit conductors. 

1. Color shall be factory applied. 

2. Colors for 208/120-V Circuits: 

a. Phase A:  Black. 

b. Phase B:  Red. 

c. Phase C:  Blue. 

3. Colors for 480/277-V Circuits: 

a. Phase A:  Brown. 

b. Phase B:  Orange. 

c. Phase C:  Yellow. 

END OF SECTION 26 05 53 


